
 

EDINBURGH RSPB 

PHOENIX GROUP 

 
Autumn/Winter 2014 

Contact: Jethro Gauld (group co-ordinator) 

Mobile: 07794508743 

Email: ed.rspb.phoenix@gmail.com 

 

Other Leaders: Laura Copley, Judy Paul and Georgina 

Curtis. 

 

Phoenix Group Membership: £20/year or £2 per 

session 

mailto:jethrogauld@hotmail.co.uk


Sunday 11th December  Phoenix climate conference (Hermitage of 

Braid 1-4pm) 

 

This will be your chance to debate one of the most pressing 

environmental issues of our time. We’ll have a brief intro to the 

science of climate change (guest speaker to be confirmed) and then 

we hand it over to you in your role as negotiator for a country of 

your choice to get the best deal for you and the climate. We’ll send 

out information about this in advance. This is also an opportunity to 

dress up and there will be prize giving at the end for things mentioned 

earlier in the year.  

Edinburgh Phoenix group is run by RSPB volunteers and staff and is 

for young people aged between 11 and 16 years who are interested in 

the environment.  

 

Our meetings for this programme will be taking place in various different 

locations. Please take note of the location and times (these will also vary, 

depending on the location). 

 

This programme provides dates for the sessions between September 

2016 and July 2017. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 22nd  November: Bawsinch Action Day 

Bawsinch Reserve in Duddingston 10:30 – 3:30pm  (Please meet at 

Bawsinch reserve: there is a gate next to where the innocent railway 

path crosses duddingston road west on the opposite side of the 

stream to the street ‘Forkenford’) 

We’ll be helping restore the wetlands of Bawsinch reserve and see 

how Shetland cattle are helping too. There will hopefully also be a 

bonfire. Please wear wellington boots and waterproofs.  
 

Sunday 23rd October  Garden Plantng Session and cake sale 

(Hermitage of Braid; 12-4pm) 

We will be planting out shrubs in the garden and watching tree 

surgeon Douglas Gordon use ropes to climb trees and install the 

kestrel and bat boxes.   Please also bring cakes to sell to raise money 

for the group.  

Sunday the 25th September:  Trip to Musselburgh Lagoons  

(Musselburgh Lagoons; 10:30 - 3pm) 

The RSPB Hobbits will be joining us for a trip to Musselburgh 

lagoons  where Nick Aitken from the East Lothian rangers service 

will give us an introduction to the reserve and we’ll see who can spot 

the most species  afterwards.  

 

We will be catching the 9:25 number 26 bus from York place so 

please arrive beforehand or meet us on site near the scout huts at 

the mouth of the river esk at 10:30.  We will arrive back here at 

15:15. For pick up.  



Sunday 29th Januuary  Big Garden Bird Watch and Games 

(Hermitage of Braid 1-4pm) 

 

Spot the birdie! Let’s see who can spot the most birds on our 

annual big garden bird watch. We’ll split into teams and head to 

different parts of the hermitage.  

 

We’ll then have some hot drinks, games and a tidy up of the garden.   

Sunday 26th February Finishing off the  Garden  (Hermitage of 

Braid 1-4pm) 

 

If fundraising has gone to plan then we’ll be laying the gravel and 

finishing final planting in the garden; the friends of the hermitage of 

braid will hopefully be joining us to help too.  

 
   Sunday 19th March Tree ID  (Hermitage of Braid 1-4pm) 

 

Make your own reference collection to help you identify the 

different tree species in the reserve we can also make spotters 

sheets for other wildlife to leave in the hermitage to help raise funds 

for the group. 

 

We’ll then have some hot drinks and games.   

Sunday 30th April Brilliant Botany  (Hermitage of Braid 1-4pm) 

 

We’ll have a guest botanist (Julie Smith tbc) come teach us about 

the world of plans and how we survey them for conservation.  

 

There may also be an opportunity for some first aid training on this 

day.   

Sunday 21st May (tbc) Big nature festival  (tbc) 

 

The phoenix group will be helping out at the big nature festival; 

details tbc.  

June 16th – 18th  (tbc) Weekend Away  (tbc) 

 

After last year’s successful trip we’ll be running another weekend 

away; hopefully helping out on an RSPB reserve such as 

Abernethy Forest.  

Sunday July  23rd  (tbc) Final planting in the garden (tbc) 

 

Hopefully we’ll be able to complete final planting in the wildlife 

garden and start on sign making.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


