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Rationale 

Homework can help to reinforce and consolidate what pupils have been learning in 

school and provides an opportunity for parents to see what their child has been learning 

in class. 

 

Aims 

At Fox Covert Primary we recognise the importance of working in partnership with 

parents and families and the huge influence they have on a child’s learning. 

We see homework as an extension of the work done in school for the following 

reasons: 

 It enables children to practise and build on what has been done at 

school. 

 It gives children opportunities to talk about what they have been 

learning at school. 

 It encourages children to learn to organise and manage time and take 

more responsibility for their learning. 

 It helps children to develop confidence to work things out for 

themselves. 

 It supports teachers in assessing pupil progress. 

 

Homework Guidance 

To be able to complete homework children need: 

 a quiet a suitable place to work which suits them and the task 

 support and encouragement            

 sufficient time to complete an activity 

 support to try hard to produce work of a high standard 

 

 
Where will homework be written? 

 Methods used by children to record homework will be communicated by the 

class teacher.  

 All children will be provided with a Homework Diary. 

 Parents can use the Homework Diary to record any messages/comments 

regarding homework for the Class Teacher. 

 
Teachers Role 

Homework should; 

 be planned, appropriate and relevant to class work 
 be well explained and with a clear purpose 

 provide suitable challenge 

 be manageable within a given time 

 promote independent learning 

 be acknowledged with a variety of feedback (verbal, written, self and peer) which 

provides constructive advice and next steps for pupils 

 



Pupil’s Role  

 To complete homework to the best of your ability 

 To take responsibility for as much of your homework as you can 

 To look after your homework diary, reading book, etc 

 
Parental Role 

 

 To support and encourage your child as much as you can 

 To encourage your child to take ownership of their learning 

 To foster time management and organizational skills 

 To encourage your child to take a pride in their work 

 To celebrate success 

 

Parent Communication 

We recognise that children often lead very busy lives out with the school day by 

attending various clubs which is an important part of their development.  Family 

circumstances also arise at times which can sometimes make it challenging to fit 

everything in.  Homework should provide an opportunity for children to consolidate 

and extend their previous learning.   Tasks which are provided by the teacher should be 

able to be completed within a reasonable and relatively short time period.  It should 

never be a chore or become a battle. If you are experiencing any issues with homework, 

please take the time to discuss this with your child’s class teacher to make them aware.   
It is important that parents feel able to do this, no matter how small the issue might 

appear. 

 

Feedback 

A key role in helping someone to learn is to support, structure, mediate and scaffold 

learning by helping them to close the gap between what they already know, understand 

or can do at the moment and what they will want or require to know, understand or be 

able to do in the future.  Feedback is only formative if it is successful in helping learners 

to bridge that gap themselves.  Class Teachers will provide a variety of feedback to 

pupils, both verbal and written on homework which is completed.  There will also be 

opportunities for pupils to participate in both self and peer assessment using specified 

assessment criteria and with support from the teacher which encourages them to take 

greater responsibility for their own learning and helps to develop the important skill of 

self-reflection. 

 
Homework that is not returned: 

 Class teachers will record when homework is returned 

 Parents will be contacted by telephone if the returning of homework becomes 

an issue 

 

 

 

 



Rewards 

Class teachers will use a variety of strategies to encourage pupils to complete their 

homework to the best of their ability.  These will include: 

 awarding House Points 

 issuing homework of the week/month certificates 

 issuing Homework Hero certificates for homework that is consistently handed 
in, demonstrates effort and is completed to a high standard 

 

Homework at Fox Covert Primary School 

Following our Homework Consultation in Session 2015-2016, we have made some 

changes regarding how homework will be given out this session, 2016-2017.  Primary 1 

and Primary 2 pupils will receive traditional homework tasks throughout the year.  

Pupils in Primary 3 – Primary 7 will receive two different forms of homework 

throughout the year.  Please see the table below for further information. 

 

Term 1 (August-October 2016) Traditional homework tasks mainly 

consisting of reading, maths and spelling 

tasks.   

Term 2 (October-December 2016) Two homework walls will be issued to 

pupils during this term.  This will consist of 

6 tasks which will be completed during a 3 

week period.  On the 4th week, pupils will 

only be asked to carry out reading 

homework.  During this week in class, 

pupils and teachers will share and 

celebrate the different homework tasks 

which have been carried out during the 3 

week period. 

Term 3 (January – March 2017) Traditional homework tasks mainly 

consisting of reading, maths and spelling 

tasks.   

Term 4 (April-June 2017) Two homework walls will be issued to 

pupils during this term.  This will consist of 

6 tasks which will be completed during a 3 

week period.  On the 4th week, pupils will 

only be asked to carry out reading 

homework.  During this week in class, 

pupils and teachers will share and 

celebrate the different homework tasks 

which have been carried out during the 3 

week period. 

 

 

 

 

 



Recommended Time Allocations 

Excessive amounts of time should not be spent on completing homework during the 

week as the children work hard in school and will also have other personal 

commitments and activities to undertake.  It is important that the children are 

motivated and enjoy the tasks that they are working on rather than it becoming boring 

and laborious.  The time allocations noted for each stage in the table below are merely a 

suggestion and to provide some guidance for parents. 

 

Primary 1 30-45 minutes per week 

Primary 2 30-45 minutes per week 

Primary 3 45-60 minutes per week 

Primary 4 60-90 minutes per week 

Primary 5 60-90 minutes per week 

Primary 6 1-2 hours per week 

Primary 7 1-2 hours per week 

 

 

 

This policy is in draft form and will be further updated at the end of the session once 

further feedback has been sought from parents. 

 

 


