
Fox Covert Early Years Centre 

                  0131 339 8625 

 Email: EYC-Admin@foxcovert.edin.sch.uk 

Weekly Bulletin 

      14.12.18 

Hello everyone, 

This will be our last bulletin for this year, as for the remaining days of this term, we will be 

celebrating and enjoying every moment, with the festive season in full swing! We have welcomed many 

ante preschool parents and carers into the Centre to hear our Singalongs and in our final week, the 

preschool children will be performing their Nativity Play, so we look forward to seeing parents and 

carers of our older children, when you come in to see your budding actors and actresses!  

We would like to take this opportunity for all your kind support and help, in whatever form you have 

been able to offer, over the past term and wish everyone a joyful and peaceful Christmas.  

Here’s to a New Year filled with exciting challenges and opportunities for us all to grow, as our 

Growth Mindset Dinos remind us, committing to become lifelong learners ☺  

Our Learning in the Foxes and Badgers Rooms 

We are very much ‘in the Christmas spirit’ in the playroom! We have created our own Santa Workshop 

where children have been offered opportunities to use various sized boxes to wrap, as pretend 

presents. This has been a great way to explore 3D shapes during play and we have all loved giving and 

receiving presents and being Santa’s helpers! Staff have observed some great mark making and 

writing taking place, with many children showing an interest in forming Christmas words to make signs 

for our Santa’s Workshop and signs in preparation for our Nativity performances, such as, ‘Welcome 

to our Show’ and ‘Thank you for coming!’ Emergent writing is being further extended, with supported 

opportunities for writing Christmas cards and letters to Santa or our friends. This contextual 

learning provides meaningful play for children to use Literacy in their everyday lives, incorporating 

these experiences purposefully. 

 

 



During recent group times, we have been looking at our ‘winter’ Talking Tub. The groups have been 

discussing some elements of the winter season and finding out about some common things we might 

see when we are out and about. We have also been talking about birds in winter and that food for the 

birds might be difficult to find. Why might this be? Perhaps you could support this, discussing the 

winter season at home - is it usually hot or cold outside? What weather might we see in winter? What 

clothes might we wear? Please share your learning with us, by posting on to your child’s e-learning 

journal, so that we can extend this learning further in nursery.  Thank you ☺  

 

Our Learning in the Squirrels Room 

Christmas has officially arrived in the Squirrel’s Room and we have had a very glittery December! 

Many of our young learners have been busy making beautiful Christmas pictures using card, ribbon, 

sequins and lots of sparkle! These small resources offer great opportunities to develop fine motor 

skills, for example, when picking up individual sequins to stick on to paper. We used sticky back plastic 

to make decorations for our Christmas tree. The children were very excited decorating the tree and 

other items in our room! 

 

Samira used our Christmas tree box to create a post box with the children. We covered it in red 

paper and we added opening times to the front. The children have loved drawing pictures and making 

their mark on Christmas cards, to post in the box. Some children have also enjoyed experimenting 

with other items to post and using their problem-solving skills to check if the item fits. 



 

We were delighted that so many parents, carers and friends were able to join us for our annual 

Christmas Singalong. The children have enjoyed practising our Christmas songs and they were all 

excited to welcome you in to our playroom.  Thank you if you were able to come along!  

 

 

Outdoors, we are continuing to show great interest in ice, exploring its properties and using 

describing words to explain how it looks and feels-‘It’s shiny!’ ‘It’s very slippy!’ ‘It’s freezing!’   

Indoors we have been adding some interesting shapes into the water tray and many children have 

enjoyed finding winter play animals hiding inside ice blocks, such as penguins and polar bears! 

Perhaps you could help us to develop this theme, by talking about animals we might know that live in 

cold climates. You could research this together, going to the library to find a book about this topic, 

or investigate this on the iPad. Please share your good learning with us and post what you have been 

learning about on to your child’s e-learning journal. We would love to talk about it here with the 

children in the Squirrels Group. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 



In other news…. 

 

Christmas/ New Year holidays – just a reminder that the last day of this term is Friday 

21st December. All children begin to return from Wednesday 9th January 2019. We wish 

everyone an enjoyable festive period. 

Tuesday 8th January is an In-service day and therefore the Centre is CLOSED for children 

on this day. All those who have booked paid hours will have received confirmation of days and 

times available to them. 

Annual snack – We ask that all parents and carers of children in the 3-5 rooms please 

contribute towards snack, at a cost of 40p per morning and/or afternoon. We hope that you 

find this good value for money as we do try to keep the charge to a minimum. Unfortunately, 

we do not get any budget for snack and this helps us to continue this valuable service with 

any excess monies put towards resources. We are unable to receive any free contributions of 

fruit etc from any of our local supermarkets and so we rely on your snack money donations to 

ensure we can offer all children healthy snacks, in a varied and plentiful supply.  

Should you wish to discuss this or any other aspect about nursery, please do not hesitate to 

speak with a member of staff. 

 

Tryosaur says – ‘I can reflect on my work’ 

 

A Merry Christmas, to one and all! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Fox Covert Early Years Team 

 

 


