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Hello everyone, 

What a busy week we have had in the Centre. Our active young learners are making fantastic 

progress, learning about ways we can celebrate the festival of Diwali, whilst continuing to explore 

concepts around light and dark, using torches. The children are noticing that it is dark for some when 

they leave nursery now and we are beginning to anticipate the season changing again very soon. 

Our Learning in the Foxes and Badgers Rooms 

Many children have been very interested participating in a range of number games, in the Numeracy 

areas. Some have enjoyed choosing their own game to play and taking turns with their friends. We 

have seen some Number Bingo and Dominoes being enjoyed and children who have been playing at 

these stations are showing good focus in their concentration skills and an understanding of the rules 

of the game. The large wooden dominoes are a great way to develop counting and matching skills. 

During their game, the children knew they needed to listen and look carefully, in order to match all of 

their dominoes to be the winner! We enjoyed a game of Bingo and our wonderful learners have been 

recognising the numbers and calling them out to their friends. There was great excitement to see 

who would fill their card up first! If your child has a favourite number game at home, we would love to 

hear about it so that we can share it with all the children in nursery. Please share your learning 

together on the e-learning journal.  Thank you. 

              
 

 

This week we have had a great deal of helpers to prepare nursery snacks. Children have been 

demonstrating good hygiene skills, washing hands and listening carefully to instructions about how to 

use children's knives safely to prepare the food. During snack preparation, we were able to talk about 

the different fruits and vegetables, sharing whole items out equally and counting how many pieces 

each of us had. When we peeled some oranges together, children counted how many segments they 

each had and gave one another one piece, recognising that they all had the same portion size. Food is 

a great way to introduce fractions and sharing which you could try at home! 

 



   
 

 

Our Learning in the Squirrels Room 

This week in the Squirrels, we have been enjoying exploring and playing with the farm. This interest, 

shown by some children who enjoy a game we play called, ‘What’s in the Bag?’ In our bag, we place a 

variety of different objects, related to traditional rhymes that we can sing about together.  We have 

recently observed that many of our youngest learners have been exploring the animals that are in the 

bag. There has been a great deal of discussion to explore who might live on a farm.  

    “Sheep live on the farm”, said Harley. “You need to keep the gate closed or they will escape!” Great 

language Harley.  Good job ☺  

    We discussed what type of foods animals might eat on a farm and discovered that some eat grass, 

and others eat food scraps.   

    Many children have been busy exploring early mark making skills. We have been painting with 

various sized brushes, using rollers to extend the mark making to the outdoors and using powder 

paint outdoors. The children have been asking to repeat these opportunities and have enjoyed 

experimenting with different colours. Some children painted the table, the fence and then the 

ground. Mark making, using chalk and pens on the easel has also been investigated with interest.  

                             
Many children have continued in their curiosity of our current topic, exploring light and dark. We 

have gathered some darker shades of material for our tent and are still investigating the light box in 

our room, gathering coloured shapes to place on top, merging colours and building with them.  We have 

supported this learning with discussions, props, Google and various books; our popular story this week 

has been, ‘Pip and Posy: The Bedtime Frog’.  The children have been observing how the light fades in 

the afternoons. We have talked about how dark the sky becomes whilst we are still playing in nursery 

and using torches when we sing, ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’. We have been using torches outside 

too, to help us see in the dark! 

 



Some children have been spotting aeroplanes in the sky whilst in the garden. “Look-a big plane!” said 

Ella-Rose. As a result of this, staff responsively set out an ‘airport’ and ‘aeroplanes,’ in our Small 

World play area. We have heard much discussion around various types of flying transport! We have 

been exploring this further, using our iPads to enable us to listen to the noises made by a jet plane, 

to find out the names of various flying transport and to learn new language by naming things we might 

see in the sky. Aaron matched what he saw on the iPad to the books that we had provided for the 

children to enjoy. Excellent work Aaron, well done!          

                

Can you help us, by investigating together when you are out and about? What did you see in the sky? 

What did you hear? What was it called? Please post your learning onto your child’s e-learning journal.  

We would love to share what you found.  Thank you ☺  

In other news… 

Snack payments- Just a reminder that the annual snack payment for your child is payable 

through the ParentPay portal. This can be paid in instalments or in one single sum, whichever 

you prefer.  Thank you. 

Lost property- There is a great deal of lost property in the foyer – please have a look 

through and see if anything belongs to your child before the end of term. At the end of 

term, we donate lost property items to charity, so please take a moment to check through 

the box before it is lost forever! 

 

Thinkosaur says – ‘I can show respect for others’ 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Fox Covert Early Years Team 


