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Hello everyone, 

This week we were very kindly offered some help in our garden by two parents.  Our thanks go to 

Shona and Vicky for braving the elements and to those who have said they can support us outdoors 

and in other areas of nursery life, going forward. We have also moved some areas in our garden to 

enhance the learning experiences for our children and our outdoor spaces are looking wonderful as a 

result. 

Our Learning in the Foxes and Badgers Rooms 

Following the changes made outdoors, this week we have observed some lovely, imaginative play in the 

nursery gardens, using a variety of materials and objects. The children have enjoyed having a Bus 

Stop and to support this play we added a timetable and some chairs, so we could all enjoy the journey. 

We had a bus driver who asked for a steering wheel and passengers asking to go to the zoo and the 

park. When we asked the children what bus they were on, they replied, ‘The 26!’ Some children even 

remembered to ring the bell when they wanted to get off. If you have any bus timetables or tickets 

that you can hand into the Centre to develop this play and further support these experiences, we 

would be very grateful.  Thank you. 

 

                                
In the outdoor sand, we have observed a great deal of construction and sandcastle making. Many 

children have been choosing a range of materials in their play including spades, buckets, sticks, water 

and bricks. We have watched lovely houses being built, with the children working as a team to stack 

the bricks and even using the wet sand in between bricks, sharing their thoughts and ideas together. 

Erik said, "This is the cement that holds bricks together." Some of our young learners used a tool to 

flatten the cement so that the bricks would balance and continued to dig out pathways between 

buildings, using the large spade. Indoors, we have recently been reading, ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and it 

is wonderful to watch children putting ideas into action.  



           
 

At the Numeracy area this week, we have supported pattern making using a variety of media. We 

researched some books for inspiration and the children chose to make either a pattern they would 

like to copy or their own pattern. Ethan created a fantastic zigzag picture and Katie created a stripy 

pattern in the sand. We will continue to explore pattern in other areas of play, challenging recognition 

and extension of some simple patterns that we might see in our environment.  Can you help us to find 

patterns that you might see outside, at home or in the shops, for example? Please take a photo of 

what you find together and share it on your child’s e-learning journal, so we can look at your learning 

here.  Thank you. 
 

Our Learning in the Squirrels Room 

Our children in the Squirrels Room have been showing an interest in building towers with the big 

blocks in order to knock them over.  Many of the children enjoyed working together and repeating 

this process over and over again! Some of our youngest learners then asked for Duplo bricks, which 

many enjoyed exploring. Some children have been constructing various designs; creating boats, trains 

and even transportation for animals we discovered hiding in the Duplo!  

The children have now begun transporting sand into our water tray. We provided another tray to 

place between the water and sand in order that we could experiment with this new found interest. 

The sand is now being transported into the new tray, where some children have been using buckets 

and spoons to transport the water into the mixing tray. We gathered more resources and one child 

observed, “The water has made the sand wet!”  To extend this good learning further, we provided a 

mixing table, in order to offer the children wider opportunities for mixing different materials.  

Mixing paints has also been popular within our room. Many children are enjoying mixing colours whilst 

painting various items to stamp and mark paper with. Staff have also provided our learners with 

natural resources for printing, such as shapes cut from raw potatoes, to enable the children to 

consider alternative ways to make their mark. You could try this at home too! Why not begin to look 

at pattern making with stamps and photograph your child’s work, so that we can celebrate success 

here?  

 Outside in the nursery garden, there was great excitement when we discovered a spider on our 

grass. At first, some children were reluctant to get close to the spider but with encouragement and 

adults modelling a fearless approach, the children decided it was safe to get closer. We observed how 

big the spider was and this encouraged a spider hunt! We discovered, when looking under our garden 

logs that mini-beasts choose to hide in very unusual places! To further support your child’s learning, 

perhaps when you are out an about, or in the garden, you could hunt together for mini-beasts! Please 

let us know what you find! How many legs did the mini-beast have? What was it called? Don’t forget 

to share your learning with us! Thank you ☺   

In other news… 



Planned expansion of government funded hours- We are planning to offer 1140 hours for all 

our families from August 2019 and would appreciate your thoughts by Friday 30th November, 

so that we can start planning. If you have not received an ‘Options’ form, please tell us in the 

nursery office.  Thank you. 

Reverse advent calendar - As part of our Christmas celebrations, we are participating in the 

Corstorphine West Food Bank Reverse Advent Calendar.  

This is a great opportunity to help others, who may be finding it difficult to provide essential 

food items for their own family, at this time of year.  

The following list of foods items sets out what is needed and if you can help in any small way, 

these items can be donated, before the 6th December. Please help if you can, by bringing any 

donations in to the nursery. We will then visit the Food Bank with a group of children to hand 

these in. Thank you. 

Mince Pies Stuffing Mix Xmas Pudding Selection box Cranberry sauce 

Savoury crackers Carrots (tins) Peas (tins) Potatoes (tins) Meat (tinned) 

Tinned tomatoes  UHT milk Jam Tinned spaghetti  Cold meat (tins) 

Fruit juice ( long life) Chocolate  Vegetables (tins) Fruit (tins) Cereal  

 

Explorosaur says – ‘I am curIous’ 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Fox Covert Early Years Team 

 


