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Hello everyone, 

We hope that you all enjoyed the lovely weather over the half term break and that you were able to 

get outside to enjoy some of the Autumn sunshine. We have had a very busy first week back, with 

busy learners showing lots of curiosity and enquiry in purposeful, high quality play experiences.  

We are delighted to welcome two new staff who have joined our team. Jess Stockford, Early Years 

Practitioner and PoLing Thorburn, Early Years Assistant, are based predominantly in the 3-5’s 

playrooms and we are very fortunate to have such great people to join our staff here. Please pop in to 

the playrooms and introduce yourselves if you have a moment. Jess Stockford will be taking over as 

Keyworker for the group that Laura Wood has been overseeing, so please feel free to speak with 

Jess about any aspect of your child’s wellbeing that you would like to share.  

Our Learning in the Foxes and Badgers Rooms 

Our holiday returners have been very excited to share their news and to talk about their experiences 

during the week of the October holidays. Staff have observed many children interested to develop 

their reflections on paper and some children have been taking turns at group times, to share their 

representations and discuss their individual experiences about places they have visited and events 

that they have enjoyed over the half term break.  

 

                              
 

The writing area has been very popular and this interest has provided opportunities to develop mark- 

making, using a variety of media, as some young learners have been asking for some adult help to 

scribe some individual thoughts about the content of individual children’s pictures. These 

opportunities also support the development of language and communication, with the introduction of 

some new words, to develop conversational skills, as children ask each other questions and listen to 

the responses of one other.  

    We have had some great discussions about animals that some children have seen, when they have 

visited the safari park and zoo. These visits have provided great inspiration for drawing pictures!  

Megan said, "I went to the Safari Park and I saw a tiger and giraffe; the giraffe was my favourite!"  

Esme told us, “I went to the Zoo and saw a snake!"  



We have been able to further support this line of development in our role-play area in the Badger’s 

Room, where some learners had asked for us to help them create a pretend zoo before half term. We 

plan to extend this interest, providing some additional challenge, looking at how to care for animals in 

the zoo and what each might need to eat. 

 

 Perhaps you could help us to explore other elements of the zoo and safari park at home- which 

animals might be dangerous? Do they like to live indoors or outdoors? How do they go to sleep? Do 

they sleep in an enclosed shelter or do they sleep outside? Please share your learning with us, by 

posting what you have found out on to your child’s e-learning journal, so that we can talk about it 

here.  Thank you ☺  

 

 

 
 

We have been enjoying further opportunities to take part in our Daily Mile, on the Astro pitch. The 

children run and walk around the pitch joining in games of ‘Tig’, chasing one another and then stopping 

to catch their breath! In our garden, we have seen lots of rich, challenging play, as adults here 

support learners to create various obstacle courses on the hill. We have been working well together 

to move the tyres by rolling them with our friends to share the load and using the crates and bricks 

to climb and balance. Many children have been developing the use of space safely and using their 

whole bodies to climb up and down. This develops gross motor co-ordination skills and provides 

opportunities for active play and learning.  

 

 
 

 

Our Learning in the Squirrels Room 

It’s great to see all the children back after the October break. Staff have observed some significant 

interest in mini-beasts and we have been curious to explore some of the sounds mini-beasts might 

make. We have been investigating this using the ipad. Children have also enjoyed counting how many 

legs each mini-beast has, compared to our own. Aaron told us: “A spider has more legs than me!” 

 



 
 

 

We have all experienced very windy weather over the past few days and in the garden, some of our 

youngest learners have enjoyed making kites and flying them outside, standing at the top of the hill in 

our garden and running down! Some children here in the afternoons have been playing ‘Hide and Seek’. 

This game calls for co-operative play and we have observed children playing together, helping each 

other to count and then working as a team to find their friends! Do you know any games that you 

could share with us at nursery? We would love to widen our repertoire! Please let us know if you have 

any ideas and we can play a new game here once you have taught us.Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

We are looking forward to sharing some spooky snacks next week, making pumpkin soup and ghost 

toast! 

 

 
 

 

 

 



In other news… 
 

Date for your diary! Calling all parents and carers of children attending our Centre! A ‘Foxy 

Friends’ meeting is scheduled for Thursday 1st November, in the Flexiroom, at 8.50am-

9.30am. Please come along for an informal get-together, where we can talk about nursery life 

and discuss some ideas for more focused events to run through the year within the group. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits provided and everyone is welcome to join us ☺ We look forward to 

seeing you there. 

Halloween dressing up requests-Many parents and carers have been asking if the children 

can wear Halloween costumes if they attend nursery on 31st October. If no masks are worn, 

your child can wear dressing up clothes to nursery, if they choose. 

Clothing-Please mark your child’s name in to all hats/coats/jackets/hoodies and 

indoor/outdoor shoes, as it can be quite distressing for a child if they can’t find their 

belongings and their name is missing from their clothing and shoes. These ‘lost’ items have 

now created a great deal of lost property.  Thank you for your help with this. 

 

EXPORASAUR SAYS – ‘I TRY MY BEST AND NEVER 

GIVE UP’ 

Best wishes, 

Fox Covert Early Years Team 


