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Hello everyone, 

Autumn seems to have suddenly blown in, with the high winds causing great excitement amongst our 

children and so many leaves falling from the trees that we can’t possibly gather them all! Our 

youngest learners here are keen to talk about the changing seasons, using their current knowledge to 

support our conversations and we have enjoyed responding to this interest through our planning 

towards increasingly rich opportunities, learning through play in meaningful and relevant experiences. 

We have placed some paper bags at the door just outside the Centre, so please collect some natural 

resources with your child and you can explore them together at home. Why not bring in the things 

you find, so we can talk here about what you found? 

Our learning in the Foxes and Badgers 

The children have enjoyed exploring our new Kapla bricks in the Construction area this week. We have 

been stacking and balancing, to create various shaped structures and models. The most popular 

experience was building a wall around ourselves, taking time to build upwards. The best fun however 

was when we knocked our constructions down - creating lots of laughter!  We are also beginning to 

follow instructions and work well together with our friends, to create some fantastic models, 

including towers and train tracks, joining the pieces together. Children showed their own ideas and 

imagination in their model making and we have observed many different structures being created.  

We will continue to support and extend this learning by using our Kapla Book, which offers ideas and 

simple models for us to create. Great team work, everyone! 

                                        

Our Author Challenge this month has been very popular both at home and in nursery and it is 

wonderful to see all your entries from home in the journal. This month we have been enjoying 

listening to a variety of Julia Donaldson stories and this week in nursery we have listened to ‘The 

Smartest Giant in Town’, supported by props and sequence cards. We have observed children taking 

on the role of the giant, wearing his big clothes and noticing some are becoming more confident in re- 

telling the story in sequence, using picture cards and props. To develop this story further, some 

children wanted to draw a giant using their bodies to draw round. We coloured it in and added the 

clothing and shoes that the giant wore! Many children were interested in exploring size in this play 

and we realised that once the giant was drawn, he was the same size as some of us! We then 

displayed our giant on the wall and captured children’s thoughts about the story, by creating a Story 



Map. We have enjoyed seeing our giant on the wall in the Literacy area and being able to talk about 

the story with our friends. 

 

                 

 

Our Learning in the Squirrels 

We have had a very busy week in the Squirrel’s room. 

 

We have turned our indoor sand tray into an Autumn exploration tray. The children have been very 

interested in exploring this, adding their own leaves and conkers, which they have found in the garden 

or on their way to nursery.  This has provided some lovely opportunities for discussions about the 

leaves falling off the trees and the change in weather as it starts to get colder.  

    We will continue this topic throughout the term, and would like to encourage you to please share 

your findings with us, the children could bring in natural materials they find such as sticks, conkers 

and leaves to add to our Autumn tray and extend their learning.  You could also send in photos of the 

local environment or your garden, which also illustrates to the children the change in season. 

 

             
 

 

This week we have been reading the story ‘Owl Babies’ in our new story corner, which is a cosy space 

to share a story! We have been using the soft toy and puppet props alongside the book to help re-tell 

the story. This has been popular with most of the children and some of the children have been 

thinking about and predicting what will happen next as they turn each page. Savannah suggested the 

Owl Mother “was away to work” and Max said, “She will come back”. 

 

Some of the children have had lots of fun washing the babies in the water tray, using soapy water, 

sponges and towels. This led on from an interest in caring for the babies in the house corner. Some of 

the children then added dinosaurs to the water to “wash their muddy feet”. This type of play 

provides opportunities for the children to learn about looking after and caring for themselves, and 

others. 



 

Other news 

October Holiday week – Please note that the nursery will be closed Monday 15th – Monday 

22nd October inclusive, unless paid hours have been requested or these days are included in 

your pattern of attendance. 

Thinkosaur says – ‘I can reflect on my work’ 

Best wishes, 

 

Fox Covert Early Years Team 


