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Hello everyone, 

We have begun our preparations for the festive season! Many of us have been practising for our 

Singalong and the pre-school children have been busy learning songs for our Nativity performance. 

Children chose the parts they would like to act out on the day and we have understudies ready to leap 

in to action should there be any ‘cold feet’ come performance day! You may have heard your child at 

home, singing some of the songs they have been learning. If you would like any of the words in 

advance of their performance to help with the practise, then please just ask any member of staff.  

Our Learning in the Foxes and Badgers Rooms 

                   

Many children have been noticing and commenting about a change in the weather within the 

environment. We have discussed the air feeling colder and seen some frost on the ground and on the 

cars! This has been reflected in some of the play in the Centre recently and some children have 

experimented with lots of cool colours to create some beautiful, winter, frosty pictures. At group 

time, we are beginning to explore the season of winter through stories and our Talking Tub. This 

helps us to identify some knowledge that some children already have and how we can provide next 

steps in learning.  Ellie told us, “I like to make snowmen!” Hector saw frost and exclaimed: 

“Snowflakes!” Some young learners in nursery have chosen to help prepare our House Area for winter, 

using a Mind Map to plan some changes and it is now extra cosy with warm blankets and slippers and 

warm clothing! 

         

Many children are enjoying learning Christmas songs and listening to the Nativity Story, recognising 

that some people celebrate the Christmas festival. We have decorated our own Christmas tree and 



have been making lots of decorations to dress the tree. We have also used some story stones to 

support children in either re-telling the Christmas story, or making up our own! We are looking 

forward to welcoming you all to sing some Christmas songs together at our Singalong, or to be part of 

our audience for our Nativity performance. 

Our Learning in the Squirrels Room 

Children in the Squirrels Room have been learning about Christmas and different traditions that many 

people celebrate. We learned that some people like to put up a Christmas tree and decorate it in 

their house. We have our own Christmas tree in our room and some children took part in helping 

decorating it. Our little learners have been enjoying learning and singing Christmas songs for parents 

and carers who are joining us for our Singalong! 

    We have been enjoying some new styles of arts and crafts this week. We particularly enjoyed 

making chocolate top hats to sell at the Mini Christmas Fayre. Many children enjoyed exploring the 

marshmallows and dipping them into the chocolate, then choosing a Smartie to finish decorating the 

top.  

               

We have also been exploring different textures during arts and crafts using sticky back plastic, then 

adding Christmas stars and sequins to make our decorations look sparkly! When we had finished, we 

discussed where we should hang them and decided that we should use some to decorate our tree and 

put some on our windows.  

 

Some children have been observed serving ‘tea’ to one other in the house area, so to further develop 

this interest, we have resourced this space with some blankets and a picnic basket, with some play 

food for any children who might like to enjoy an indoor winter picnic! Many little learners have been 

sharing the resources, pouring ‘tea’ for friends and making ‘sandwiches’ that we have enjoyed sharing 

together! 

    Whilst out in the garden, we have noticed some changes in the weather. There has been rather a 

lot of rain recently and so jumping in muddy puddles was particularly popular! Children were provided 

with suits and wellington boots, to enable any child who chose to join this play to come outside 

without getting clothes and shoes too wet! We have also noticed the temperature outside has fallen, 

as it has become very cold! Some children have enjoyed investigating pieces of ice we found in the 

tyres outside and we discussed how cold the weather has become.  We picked up some pieces of ice 

and when we dropped them, they broke, like glass. Our learners discovered that if you hold ice, it 

melts in your hand and it sometimes sticks to your fingers! One child in the Squirrels Room told us 

that you can use ice to keep juice cold ☺  



              

  

In other news 

Thank You - This week some children went to deliver your kind donations to the Rannoch 

Road Food Bank in the Community Centre. The Edinburgh West Food Bank would like to 

express their thanks for the wonderful donations. This was a great opportunity for some 

children and for our nursery to forge further good links with our local community. We will be 

continuing to accept donations up to Tuesday 18th December before making a final visit to 

the Food Bank later that week. 

       

 

Singalongs- please let us know if you will be attending your child’s Singalong. 

Squirrels- Mon 10 Dec 09.00 – 09.30 OR Wed 12 Dec 2.30 – 3pm.  

Badgers- Tue 11 Dec 09.00 – 09.30  OR Thu 13 Dec 2.30 – 3pm.  

Please only attend the session when your child is due in nursery.  

Nativity – please remember to collect your tickets as soon as possible. The Nativity will be 

performed by pre-school children (Foxes) only.  

Explorosaur says – ‘I can try new thIngs’ 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Fox Covert Early Years Team 

 


